FOR MORE MONEY

CONGRESSIONAL APPRCPRIATION
I8 NOT NEARLY ENOUGH

iy

WILL ASK FOR £500,000 SCHOOL FUND

Superintendert Benedict of Indian Ter
ritory Schools Will Ask for Addl-
tional Appropriation—Great Eager-
neee for Eduszation.

MUBKOCEE: “The fnadequacy of
the $100,000 wpprooriated last yoear for
Eupport of schoo's  for non-citizen
children in Indian Territory s becom-
ing more apnarent every day,” said
J. D. Benodier, superintendent of
schools in Indian Territory yesterday.
“1 shall azk ecen=re'ss lo npproepriate
at lopst $700.060 for the schoonl work
oF next year and 1 heileve that we
em fnd good use for every dollir of
i

Seorvs of lotters gnd petitions from
people Lnportuning for the establish-
mant of «chools in their neighborhoo
come Into the suverintendent's offico
every week., Fomn of them are path-
etie in thelr plradiags. Mr. Banediet
Ly the very limitationg of his funds
it compelled to turn a deaf ear to most
of these eommunieations. Many com-
munleations do not give up the fieht
for schonls unt!l they have sent re-
peated letters and finally made a per-
genal el upon the superintendent.
Mr. Benediet explaing to them that he
has elready established as  many
schools as ean be supported with the
dmiied apprepriation and promises
them that ho will try to do something
for thom next yvear,

fome communities (n  their deop
anxicty for the priviloges of education
funpeal to the sesretary of the interior.
The follawing 15 a letter of that na-
tire written Ly a cftlzen of Grayson,
who evidently conld profit by a Htile
sehntling himaelf;

“Mr. solearoy of the intar:

“Eur, | wish to ast you fur a free
sccal here in the town of Grayson |, t.
and wo wish a free sconl. We hav 100
to 50 siudpnes all radda fur seosling.
We had o privat scoo! and hecose
every boday wuld not pey up the seool
Slopped =0 If you ecan glv us u free
geonls let ug here from you.”

Wills Is enly ome of a larze number
of letters recelved from people evi-
dontly fgnorant themselves, but very
apcions that  thelr entldeen sheunld
nol grow up in ignorance,

Superintendent Benedlet received a
leiter from Twin *sounds, where a
school has alrewly been established
by poverpmeat appropriation, plead-
ing for an ascistunt teacher. The
letter states that there are 100 schol-
ars in the schoni and fifty more of
s*huol ¢ge who would like to attend.
The teacher cannot give proper atten-
tion to the large number of puplls
already under hor care and is discour-
agad. The writer susgests that he
wiil ha willlng toe board a teacher free
and to gunranies her one month's sal-
ary if the government will send one
gnd pay for tha other three months.

Home people get the {dea that the
$16°0.000 iz to bhe distributed in cash
Hke an Indisn pavment and they write
Inaniring what has hecame of their
ghare of the monev, One man inform-
ed Mr. Pencdior that if hlz eommun-
ity was n plvon its share of the
£100000 he wou!d bring an iniunction
cult avast e whals srhonl svstem
in Indian Verlptor:

Many Incorporated towns Ia the tos
ritory find themeelves without schools
for their children, The valuc of their
proporty s not mfficlent to bring
in moepey encugh to sustaln a echool.
The money from the appropriation
eannot Le given to incorporated towns,
These communitics are left In the
cuid, ESome of them have ofrered to
abandon thelr locorporations if the
goverament will furnish tham schois.

TERRIFIC MINE EXPLOSION

Number of Dead May Reach Slxty«
Resembled a Volcanic Eruption
TRINIDAD, COL.: The most tep
rifie explosion in the history of coal
mining in Colorado oceurred &t ming
No. 3 of the Rocky Mountaia Fuel and
Iron company at Terolo, forty miles
due west of Trinidad, at 1:30 o'clock
Friday afternoon. The number of
dead |s varlously placed at hetween
thirty and eixty men. The number
reported as having gone into the mine

wits seventeen miners and four eom !

panions, Many more miners are
known to have gone into the mine,
and the exact number dead may
never be known, as the mine 18 burn:
ing, and in all likelihood the bodies
will be cremated. A large number of
mina officlals left here as soon ns
word of the accident was received,
Company surgecns were pleice! up anl
along the line, as wel, w2 ali other
available phyeiclans, F. 1. Foreman,
United States stock Inspoctor, was at
Terolo when the explosion occurred.
e returned here and gave the follnw.
Ing account of the aflair:

“I was standing not more than 300
yards from the mouth of the tunnel
when the explozsion oceurred., The ex-
plosion was preceded by a low rumb-
ling sound, resembling an earth-
qualke, which made the earth tremble
and startled the whole camp.

“When [ looked toward the mine
and out of the mouth of the tunncl
and two alr shafts came a great vol
ume of smoke and dust, which con-
tinued for nearly a minute, Out of the
two shafts, each of which were seven
feet in diameier, timbers that were
fully from two to threc feet (n di-
ameter shot into the atr and broke in-
to splinters. Rocks were thrown
over the camp for a distance of a
quarter of a mile. In fact it rained
rocke, broken timbers and all kinds of
debris for fully a minute, and many
people were injured vy being struck
with these misziles,

“lmmediately after the explosion,
which was for all the world like a
volcanie eruption, caused the wildest
excitement. Women, men and chil-
dren rushed to the mouth of the tun-
nel, and women whose husbands were
in the mines had to be taken away to
prevent their being killed by the
dendly fumes coming from the mouth
of the tunnel.”

The mine in which the accldent oc-
curred employs elghty mun, and it is
believed that at least sixty men were
in the mine at i(nos time of the ex-
plosion.

News of the accident brought as
sistance from the adjucent camps,
and hundreds of men set to work in
an effort to get into the mine. Pols
onousd fumes overcome the rescuers
frequently, but their places were tak-
en by others, ready to risk thelr
lives. It is not thought to be prob-
able that any one in the mine can eg
cape death, if they are not dead
already.

Nearly all the miners employed
are Slavs. The mine is a new one,
opened only a year ago, and extended
two thousand leet inio the hill, The
explosion is supposed to have been
caused by dust,

Only one body has been found, that
of T. Duran, a driver, who was just
entering the tunnel when the explos-
on cecurred. He was torn and
burned almost beyond reocgnitinn.
All mines within a rading of 200
miles have been shut down, and the
mines arn an their wayv to assist In
tha rescue of the hodios,

Hearing on Allotment Cases

MUSKOGEE: PEeginning January
2 the Dawces commission will hear
coptest ceses at various pointe most
convenient to the perions interested,
Thure arc 752 cascs in the Chorolicae
pitlun arising from disputcs over a4l
lounents, bLe:ldes a pumhber of con-
tests im other aaticns. The places
and dates of hearings are: Clare
more, January 2.14; Vipita, Tlanuury
16-21; Dewey, January 23-28,

SUES THE KATY

CHOCTAW NATION SEEKS TO RE-
COVER ON RIGHT OF WAY

ROAD CLAIMS A GRANT BY CONGRESS

Choctaws Want to Fare as Well as the
Crecks—Involves One Hundred and
Thirty Miles of Road and Terminals
—Tams Bixby a Witness
ATOKA: A case of wide interest

to the Choctaw nation has heen insti-

tnted fn the court of the central dis-
triet, 1t 12 a suit filed by that na-
tion npainst the Missouri, Kansas &

Texas Rallroad company for the value

of the right of way of that road

through the nation, togother with all
ground wsed for stations and termin-
als.

The Choetaw natlon has never re-
celved pay for the land used by the
M., K. & T. for this right of way and
etation gronnds, and seeks to force a
settlement, The rallroad company will
contest the suit on the ground that 1t
was given a grant by the United
States government. But the Creek
nation got a settlement with the M.,
K. & T., and now the Choctaws wantl
to know why they have never heen
been pald,  The M., K. & T. has 130
miles of right of way running through
the Choctaw nation which is involved,
23 is the land used for station pur-
poses,

The action was brought about be-
cause of the fajlure of the Dawes com-
mission to allot the lands that are
thus occupled by the ratlroad com-
pany. None of the land claimed by
the raillroad people has ever been als
lotted, and it is uncerstood that no
allottee has ever asked it o, though
law which says sueh right of way
ghall become the property of the rail-
way company instead of the Choctaw
nation. It 1s on this allotment point
that the fight is to be made. The
chalrman of the Dawes commisison
has been summoned to appear in
court as a witness, and |5 expected to
produce all the official correspond-
ence Lhat has ever passed relative to
the alloiting of lanas used by the
rallroad company.

Of recent years the 11, K. & T. hns
straightened out g lot of track, and
thus abandoned the old right of way,
but the company still claims title to
it.  All right of way acquired since
1869 has been by condemnation, and
there is question of title about this.
The suit involves the title to all sta-
tion grounds and right of way claimed
by the rallway company which was
not acquired by condemnation.

Meeting of Chiefs Called Off
MUSKOGEE: The meeting of the
chiefs of the five civillzed tribes and
the Osage nation, which was called
for this place, was not held because
some of the chiefs ecould not attend.
They wrote letters explaining their
absence, The purpose of the pro-
posed meeting was to address the
president of the United States and
urga that he recommend separate
statehood for Indinn Territory in his
mesgeage to eongress this winter. Tho
sama result will he accomplished,
however, as such a petition will he
written and slgned by all the chiefs
and forwarded to the president.
Fire Dastroys a Camping Outfit
LAWTON: ‘While camping in the
big pasture a party of prominent Wal-
ter citizens sulfered the loss of thoir
camping outfit by fire, and barely
saved the entire pasture from the rav-
ages of the flames. Nothing was
lelt of their outfit except the pack and
team. The flames sproad to the pase
ture grass, and It was with much dif-
fienity that the fire was put ount

FIRE AT FORT SILL.

Stables and Ammunition Burned—
—Lons About $30,000

LAWTON: Fire originated In on®
of the gtables at Fort Sl and In an
hour flve stables and nesrly every
thing contalned in them, a large gtor
age house and some smaller storase
houses in the dificrent stables, con
taining  «addles, bLlankets, ammuni
tion and other things belonging  to
froops A, B and D, were destroved,
The total loss.is eatimate] at 10,000,
The loss s are as follows:

Ammunition, 120,000 rounds, econ
sisting of loaded rhells, carbines and
six shoolers, §6.000;  five stables,
$2.000 each, $10,000; saddles, blan:
kets ele, $6,000; other logses, about
$5,000; hay and grain, $4,000.

The fire was observed while the
troops were at dinner and had gaincd
such headway that it enveloped near-
Iy the entive covering of the stables
of Troop 1), in whoee stablos It {3 be
lleved to have originated. All of the
horses woere removed at onee, Only a
small part of the belongings of the
froops was saved.

No eanse ean boe assigned for the
fire and the exact location of tho 1
nition cannot be established. Inas:
much as the men were all at dinner
and no one was abont the stables, It
will probably be impossible to learn
the cause, Only the walls of the
burned stablos are left standing.

THE SHEPARD AFFAIR

President Demands Assallants Be

Puniehed.

VINITA: As a result of the murder
ous assault committed about thirty
days ago upon Colonel Shepard of
Buffalo, N. Y., of the Choectaw town:
slte committee of Indian Territory
at Hartshorne, accidentally coming te
the knowledge of President Roose
velt, instructions have been rocelved
by the Ihdian Territory officials, dt.
recting them to immediatoly gearch
out and punish the perpetrators of
the crime. The interior departmeni
has been advised that tho United
States marshal for Indian Territory
has detalled men to protect the mem:
bers of the Choctaw townsite com:
misslon in the performance of thei
duties. This action is taken at the In
stance of the department of justice,
whore atiention was called by the In
terlor department to tha recent us
sault on Colonel Bhepard of New
York.

FIRE AT RAVIA

Main Business Portion of
Burned—Less $25,000

RAVIA: The main business pon
tion of this plnce was burned Sunday
night, The losses were as follows: W,
H. Putnam, drugs, stock worth $2,004
to $2,500, insurance $1.000; only &
very small portion of goods and show
cases were saved. U, A, Lowrimore
general merchandise end furniture
stock valued at $8.000, no insurance;
everything, Including bhooks, notog
and accounts, a total loss. Jake Wil
son, genern]l merchandise, Jloss o)
stock estimated ot $15,000: Insurance
$2,000; saved his hardware and gome
implements carried In  a separate
bullding, and his aceount books
Banker James at Roff lost two brick
buildines,

The fire started in Lowrimora o
Wilson's store, it is not known whkicl
but was under such headway when
dizcovered that all erforts to stop
wara ngelose

Town

Stocking Recervolr With Fish

SOUTH McALESTER: A momher
of the United States Fish eommission
wis in the city last weei for tha pun
pose of gto king the city's reservioh
with fizh. About four hundred blach
bass and crappy wers placed in the
regervoir, The fish wore about elgh
incheg long. Next apring eome Geop
man uarp and yilnbow trogt will be

added.
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